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Baird Middle School, a center for world languages and cultures, international agribusi-

ness and technology in Fresno Unified, is committed to the principle that all students can 

learn and must be academically and emotionally prepared to meet the rigors of citizen-

ship in a global economy. A recipient of a Department of Education Magnet Schools grant 

in 1995, Baird Elementary School opened its doors as a middle school in the fall of 1996. 

The original charge for this innovative program was to facilitate the reduction of racial 

isolation in the Fresno Unified School District and to provide a rigorous multi-faceted 

middle school curriculum for students in grades 5-8. As a previously underutilized ele-

mentary school site with a total population of 225 students, it was converted into a cut-

ting edge, student-centered magnet middle school that now serves the needs of over 600 

students. Baird has been successful in its desegregation efforts, drawing students from 

60+ different elementary schools throughout the Fresno Unified School District. 

The development of a rigorous, multi-faceted curriculum gives students the opportunity 

to explore and study world cultures in order to understand their role in a global economy 

bound to agriculture. Technology effectively brings this awareness to students in a 

manner that assures access to current knowledge. In addition to cultural exploration, stu-

dent investigate agriculture and technology as it relates to geo-political regions being 

studied. Highly focused studies are tied to the core curriculum and aligned with State 

Standards. Twice a year a school-wide festival celebration brings families, students, staff, 

and the community together to experience the cultures and peoples of the world.

Students and teachers at Baird are organized into interdisciplinary academic teams 

including language arts, social studies, science, math, and physical education. In addition 

to participation in a unique block schedule, all students rotate through a 9-week manda-

tory wheel, which includes instruction in agriculture, technology, scholars, and German. 

Students in the eighth grade choose one prong of this wheel to study as a yearlong core 

class that can earn them high school credit. At the end of each day, students have the 

option of an elective of their choice (music, drama, art, journalism, dance, etc.) or academ-

ic support and homework assistance. Every student at Baird has the opportunity to partic-

ipate in school and community service.

Contractor
Fortune-Ratliff

2/12/2014

 $6,571,509

Board Approved

Contract Amount

Measure Q

Source

Lease-Leaseback Projects
FACT SHEET
























































































































































































	FS Baird
	Baird New Gymnasium Bldg.
	Baird New Gymnasium Bldg..pdf

